
BUILDING CONSISTENCY

August 2, 2017



Agenda

• Welcome, Housekeeping & Customer Service 

• Reminders -

– Schedule for Building Consistency Meetings

• Commercial – 1st Tuesday; Residential – 1st Wednesday

– Monthly Deadline for Submission of Items

• Training Opportunities 

• Residential Consistency Items 

• Training Session – Sales Offices and Model Homes, Jeff 

Griffin



Can you identify these people? 

Back row L to R: George Dunlap (District 3), Bill James (6), Matthew Ridenhour (5), Dumont Clarke (4). 
Front row L to R: Pat Cotham (At Large), Jim Puckett (Vice Chair, 1) Ella B. Scarborough (Chair, At large), Trevor Fuller (At Large), Vilma Leake (2)  



Do you 
know  
these 

people? 

Dena Diorio, County Manager & Ebenezer Gujjarlapudi, LUESA Director





FY 2018 
Building 

Consistency 
Meetings 

Commercial

• Sep 5 

• Oct 3

• Nov 7 

• Dec 5 – Product Fair

• Jan 2

• Feb 6

• Mar 6

• Apr 3

• May 1 

• Jun 5

Residential 

• Sep 6

• Oct 11 – date change 

• Nov 1

• Dec 6 – Product Fair

• Jan 3

• Feb 7

• Mar 7

• Apr 4

• May 2

• Jun 6



Deadline for submission of building 
consistency items – 3rd Wed of each Month

• Items can be submitted by email 
jeff.vernon@mecklenburgcountync.gov

• or online: 
http://charmeck.org/mecklenburg/county/L
UESA/CodeEnforcement/Tools/Forms/Page
s/ConsisTopicSubmit.aspx

• or by contacting any of the Building 
Consistency Team members

mailto:jeff.vernon@mecklenburgcountync.gov
http://charmeck.org/mecklenburg/county/LUESA/CodeEnforcement/Tools/Forms/Pages/ConsisTopicSubmit.aspx


Consistency meetings for each trade:  

Commercial Building – 1st Tuesday 
Residential Building – 1st Wednesday

Electrical – 2nd Wednesday
Mechanical – Last Tuesday of the month 

Plumbing – Last Wednesday of the month

CE / ISO Opportunities in FY 2018



UPCOMING TOPICS INCLUDE:

FIREBLOCKING, DRAFTSTOPPING, 
FIRESTOPPING & JOINT SYSTEMS

MEANS OF EGRESS

2018 CODE CHANGES

OTHER SUGGESTIONS? 

Training Topics for Future Consistency Mtgs



July 21 – 23; Aug 5 & 6 – Level III

Sep 22 – 24; Oct 7 & 8 – Level II 

Nov 17 – 19; Dec 1 – 3 – Level I 

Feb 10 – 12; 24 & 25 – Level III

Mar 23 – 25; Apr 7 & 8 – Level II 

May 4 – 6 ; 18 – 20 – Level I

Building Code Qualification Classes – FY 18



RESIDENTIAL CONSISTENCY 

August 2, 2017



Open Items 

• When can you step down concrete walls? – (Kiser)

• What are the code requirements, if any, for guardrails on 

walkways, stairs and upper level decks on piers? – (Drye) 



Guardrail 
must meet 
…

Stairs and 
handrails must 
meet …  

Guardrails 
over water 
must meet  …

What are the code requirements for guardrails on walkways, stairs & upper level 
decks on piers?



What are the 
code 

requirements 
for guardrails 
on walkways, 

stairs & upper 
level decks on 

piers?

http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/Engineering_and_Codes/Documents/2012_NCBuildingCode_amendments/2012-2017ApprovedCumulativeTest1Format.pdf


RESIDENTIAL CONSISTENCY 
ITEMS

August 2, 2017



Q: How do we apply the 3’ fire separation distance 
requirement for decks on townhouses?

Q: What is the process for using alternate methods / 
materials?

Q: Does MCCE accept film on glass instead of 
safety glazing? 

Q: Is reinforcement required in a stem wall that is 
part of an engineered portal frame system?

(Continued)

Residential Consistency Items for Aug 1, 2017 



Q: What are the required locations for CO 
detectors outside of bedrooms? 

Q: Can we disapprove an Engineer’s letter?

Q: Can we wet-set vertical re-bar in a poured 
foundation wall? 

Residential Consistency Items for Aug 1, 2017 



Q: How do we 
apply the 3’ 

fire 
separation 

distance 
requirement 
for decks on 

townhouses?

../Deck separation and projections NCDOI 9-1-15.pdf


Q: What is the process for using alternate methods / materials?

../NCBIA 2017 - Travel Forms & Agenda/Alternates & Engineering Judgements NCBIA Winter 2017.pptx


MCCE’s 
Alternate 

Request 
Form

../Alternates/Alternate Method or Material Request Form.docx


Q: Do we (MCCE) 
accept film in place of 

tempered safety 
glazing?

A: No. The film is not permanent and does not prevent the glass from breaking into shards. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z2HxWn6eP74


Q: Is 
reinforcement

required in a 
stem wall that 

is part of an 
engineered 

portal frame 

system?

http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/Engineering_and_Codes/Documents/2012_NCBuildingCode_amendments/R602.10 Code and Commentary for 2012 NC Residential Code - final 03-06-13.pdf






A: Yes, if it is 
an engineered 

system and the 
stem wall is 

concrete or  
masonry with a 
length of 48” or 

less.  



Q: What are 
the required 

locations 
for CO 

detectors 
outside of 

bedrooms?

http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/Engineering_and_Codes/Documents/2012_NCBuildingCode_amendments/2012-2017ApprovedCumulativeTest1Format.pdf


Yes, per County Attorney IF:

1. It contains information that we believe or 
know to be inaccurate or false

2. It does not say, “this meets code.” Even if 
it says it meets acceptable engineering 

practice, that doesn’t equate to code 
compliance. 

Q: Can we disapprove an Engineer’s letter? 



Q: Can we 
wet-set 

vertical re-
bar in a 
poured 

foundation 
wall?



QUESTIONS FROM  THE FLOOR



Training Topic:

Sales Offices and Model Homes, 

Jeff Griffin


